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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

THE TENNESSEE TEST OATH

From the New York Commercial Adoeridair

A few duge 8go we adverled to:the couree of Andrew
Johnson in Teunessee, in ordering e strsuge and uousual,

B0t to ssy illegal, test for those who would vote at the
eomog election, snd the hope was o:prleued that t‘b_e
President would st onee repudiste the  pléa” of bis Mili-
tary Governor, and dissvow &ny suspicion or intention of
interfering wilh & free ballot in Teonessee.

It s jmpoesible for any right minded wan, free from
partisan bias, to approve the Teanesseo teat oath and the
msoner of its requirement. Mr Johonon, who orders the
¢ath, is on the same ticket with Mr. Liocoln, who re, ards
Opposition tu il es 8 ** political " concoction. They deaire
%o bave ihe votes of Tennessee, and, in order that they
mey get them sll, compel the voter to take an oath which
obliges him ta vots sgainst the Demooratic nominee, ufl
to pledgs b mself to any possible terms of pesce or negot.u-
ations trerefor, until the rebels are utterly subdued. This
requirement rescts upon the President also, who, in !;i.
#1o whom It may coneern’' latter, proposes to *' receive
spd cungl ‘er ' propoaitions * which come by and with an
authority that cen control the armies now st war against |
the United States ' A pereon baviog such control must
be & “rebel o arme,” sgainet whom the Johnson test is
direted. Mr. Linecln further said that such propositions
frop) a robi ] in arms would be * met by liberal terms.” Mr.
Liocotn, if @ honest " in his letter, would be debarred from
avete i Tenoeesee, He could not take the oath pre-
seribed by Andrew Johngon, aud could reach the ballot-box
only by & resort to the * war power.” \

Lt in prociscly euch & course as this taken in Tennessee
thet chapges doubtful men in the Border States to open
enemics; 1hat eoccursges the opponents of the Adminis-
tra'ion and goves them fresh war cries: that makes the
“Judiciuns grieve,” becsuse a ** wild bunt for office " ren-
ders those to whom grave publie trusts ara committed so
eareless of the limitations of their prerogatives; and that
loos ens the tespeet for our free institutions by placing the
mandate of & vuler sbove the plainest suggestions of jus-
tice towerd political oppovents,

Lot us oot be wisunderstood.  The openly disloyal must
pet be aliow: d to vote inthose States where military ope-
ratiots are ¢ondueted or are necessary—rebels muat be
kept cuder eurseillsnce within our lies. The bal.ot-box
wey be puified aod the rights of loyal men regarded
Wwitioul resort to s test so utterly indefensible as that re-
quied in Teunesses, and which may yet be exscted in
Other Hrates.

We publish elsewkere the report of the interview with
Mr. Liscoln, and a portion of the protest of the Tennes-
sescs  That they are the MeClellan electors does not pre-
clud e thew from the possession of rights which the President
“is bound to respect,’” while it should have entitled them
tos diguified hearicg. The President’s talk of “ political
eouceatiun,” Lis preferring to mansge his * side' in his
owo ' way,” and his biot, only, that he may give the dele-
gelion an answer, are all unworthy of the chief of the pa-
ton, who sbou'd be sbove mere partisan motives, and
whose * side” ehould in reality be the ‘side” of the
pecple. As well might Jumes Buchanan in 1360 have re-
quired the volers to ewesr to sustain the platform of the
Charlsgton Convention, as for Mr. Lincoln to require an
oath aguiost that of Chieago in 1504, It is oot in this
way, non tali euz Lo, that the power and ivfluence of re-
publican 1pstilutions are to be sustaived. And we do
mokt earoestly hope that the President, instead of issuing
8 ‘“‘smerl” letter in reply to the Tennessee complaint,
will “ manage his eidc” by etrict ndberence to the right.

From the New Vork Sun of October 13¢th,

The ichereut power of a psople to an untrammeled se-
lection of public officers is the fundamental prineiple of
republican goverwent—the eorner-stone of liberty. For
thiz right the war of the Revolution was inaugurated ; for
e perpetustion the Federal Union was erected. 1t is the
saored inberitanca which the Fathers of the Republic have
waroed us, more repestedly than any other, to guard with
the most auxicus solicitude—to proteet with the most
jealons care. They kuew that freedom of election is the
grest barrisr which protects republican government from
the encroschments of despotism, snd they foresaw the in-
evitsble consequence that would follow its destruction. An
grdeal 1ko that through which our country is uow passing
was perbaps never anticipated by the foundere of our Gos.
erpinent; but they were aware of the geperal truth that
the tecdency «f civil war is to geoerate despotism, and uo
dcubt they sought to counteraot the influence of centrali-
xation by unlimited freedom of ballot.

1 thowe diciriots whioh at the present time are under mili-
tary cecupsation, aod where there is unquestionably an ele-

. wert ol opporition to the Goveroment, it is right and proper
that o test of cyalty ehould ba adopted. To this no plausible

ubjection onn be made, for it in demanded alike by justice
to cur enuse and coneideration for the interests of the loy-
sl g'assee in thoee districts.  Further than this, however,
the Goverument Lins no constitutional right to go. Neither
the Presidest wor kis subordioates in justifiable in making
spy diatinction betwean electors, unless that distinction is
for the wole purpoee of separating loyalty frem disloyalty.

In Tenuensee tha, Military Governor of the State, who
also bappine to be the President’s colleague in the present
pulitical canvasn, has practically vullified the privilage of
free Lallot in hia State. He has issued an order for the
government of the fortheoming election, and has appended
auosth wiish be prescribes as a qualification for voting.
Thiv cuth provides that the voler shall awear to oppose
all e rmietices or negotistiona for peace with rebels in arms
motil the Covstitotion of the United Btates, avd all laws
and proclamations wade in pursuance thereof, shall be
eateblisbied over all the people of every Btate and Territory

emi racad within the Natiopsl Union,” ete. This mesans
tbsl the elector must endorse the President’s emancipation
prociswation, the eonfiscation act, aud all the anti slavery
edicla nud proclamations whieh have emansted from the
prescnt Adwinistration.

Eut thin proceediog of Governor Johnson is not an iso-
Jate d care.  in every other district whioh is under military
surveilinies the same general course has been pursued, al-
though to rowe extest modified in certain instances. The
oue alluded (o, bowever, ia sufficient to 1llustrate the dan.
geprous encroschments that are being made upon the free-
doci of vleetion. It tencbes that il the American people
wuuld preserve those rightsa which they have inherited

frow thoir fatbers, they must by all loyal means insist
Upen botigd observasce of the Constitution by those
Whowi Lhey have elevated to power.
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& 1LiBELL ACCOUNT OF THURBDAY S FIGHT

Tie licuuwond E xaminer of Friday, (he 14k, coutains
1he foivwiog sceonut of the fight of Thursday last, on the
Daibylown 1

4.8 loysl mecount of which was given in
yewierdn, s lutclligencer. The Examiner saya :

" Aboul vleven o'clock yesterday repor ife |
the ci.y o1 & gieat battie t.:wug bee’n og:n:l ::rl.aherga:f
Lywwu rond Lusy snid the enemy had thrown s beav
fuiee of catairy and lufsutry of the lsft of our line .ni
1t ke figbliug Wes of the severest oharactor. I
sleo vinted (Lot Ksulz's cavalry wers attem ting to h‘:“
our leit. Later inthe day it was sunoupced 0’; l?e > r‘:
tiul tio cuewy Lad made three wopurate sttacks S
Weit, ai.d been ench time besvily repulsed with rm’:liour
our liva being ight.  For onee there way mm,: truthn‘].'
strect reports.  Lhe euemy early yestorday morning I"
au hitack ou our left ceutre, betwesn Charles City and
Lsibyiown roeds, but were repulsed. Heveral {ige,
wgnoi (Ley rencwed the effort, but esch time with o sim) .
isr resuit. Lesultory fighting was kept up during the day
nulii fuur o'cluck yesterday evening, wheo the attack way
Bgan ceucwd, Lie tiue wore beavily than ever, but again
tuey were ariven back with great loss and without baving
s e Lue slightest impression on our lines. At six o'clock
last evening L eoemy bad retired from the field and quiet
ouer o ¢ ragued on the Darbytown road,”

W e nidd ke official deapatob of Gen, Lee W the Confed-
erato Hecretary of War @

HEADQUARTERY Army NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
October 13, 1764
Hor J A Bebios, Heeretary of War

At seven o'clock this morniog the enemy endeavored to
adveoee betwenn the Darbytown and Cobarles City ronda,
but wus repulsed in every sttempt. The most strenuous
eflure waas wmce sbout four P, M., after which he wilh-
arew, lesving many desd.  Our loss very alight,

Geu. Brecwinridge reports that & foree of the enemy
eam - W Gsreensviie on (be 12th, and was defealed by Geo,
Voughoo Lome prisoners, two stands of colors, many
borwer aud wrins were captured. The enemy lost may
hilied eud wouvnded. Our loss .“‘hl.

R. K. Leg, veneral Commanding.

PRESIDENCY,

SPEECH OF MR. JOHN VAN BUREN.

FROM THE NEW YORK EXPRESS,

John Van Burew's Speech in Philadelphia— The
War Protracted jor Partisan Purposes— The
Administration bent on Destroying Gen. Me-
(Mellan rather than the Relbels— The Crittenden
Platform the only thing that can Stop the War
and Restore the ['nion.

JonN VaN BUREN, E:q., of New York, addressed a

crowded house at the Headquarters of the Keystone Club

in Philadelphis, on the 7th instant. Mr. Tatlow Jackson

introduced the distinguished orator.

Mr. VAN BUREN commenced his remarks by sdverting

to the political situation of the hour, and the choice pre-

sented to the people of supporting either Abraham Lineoln

or General McClellan,

At the commencement of the war we were called upon

to sustain the legnl head of the Government, and those

who sought to overthrow the authority of the Union and

the Copstitution. In common with others of the Demo-

eratic party, Mr. Van Buren had felt oalled upon to urge

the people, whatever their views regardiog ths polioy of
the Goveroment, not to withhold their support from the

legal anthorities of the nation or the prosecution of the

war in which we were engaged. At the same time that
the Democratic party gave an entire and unhesitating sup-

port to the Governmeut it could not but observe the de-

parture of that Government from the striet constitutional
laws of the country, and its dieregard of the pure prinei-
ples of liberty, ssve with deep regret and intense indigna-
tion. [Applause. ]

The poliey of the Government was so unwise that at the
commepeement of the war, with an armed rebellion in
front sand the deep diesatisfaction at the measures of the
President in their lank and rear, it seemed hardly possible

that the Administration eould ride over the sea of difficul-

tiea that surrounded it snd reach the end that ia now hap-
pily legitimately approaching. - At that time it was sup-
possed by many that thé Presidential term would expire
before we could properly discuss the actions of the Preai-
dent of the United States. And now, to use the language
of his letter to Mr. Blair, * the time has come.”

We are engaged in & war that has lasted for some three
years and a balf. It has imposed upon the country an
enormous debt. It has been destructive of life, and it is
still raging, and promises to rage for an indefinite period.
It is idle, under such circumstances, therefore, to advert
to any other question. The questions that now press upon
the mind are: Isthe continuation of the war at the present
time, and has it been, a matter of necessity? Is is prose-
cuted with ability, vigor, and patriotism 7 1Is there & pro-
mise that it will be so in future by the existing authori-
tiea? Are they competent to negotiate a peace !

The charge in now laid upon the Administration that the
war has been unnecessarily protracted for partisan and
political purposes by the furtherance of electioneering
schemes and through gross incapacity. [Applasuse.]
When the President came into power we had a debt of
$65,000000. The Fecretary of the Treasury apprizes us
now that we have a debt of $2,000,000,000, and if the
facts are truly stated, snd the legitimate claims upon the
Treasury recognised, and the unpaid creditors of the
Government eatisfied, the debt would probably reaeh
$400,000,000,000 Added to that in every county and
township there is an enormous accumulation of debt, ne-
cessary, it may be, for bounties to volunteers and for va-
rious expenses incident to the war, indispensable for the
purgose of county and State taxation. We have a war
raging that is coeting us some three and a hall millions
per day ; we have an army of nearly a million of men un.
der pay, and the people out of their humble means are
called upon to support them. For the last three years the
war debt has aceumulated at the rate of one thousand
millions & year, and there is & probability, unless there ia &
change of Administration, that it will accumulate as ra-
pidly as that for the future.

Now, the people should remember Lhat the war bas
been prosecuted withont sbility and without vigor. They
should remember that polities and not patriotism has been
the distinetive feature of the war, and we all should re.
member that the prosecution of the war and this sccumu-
Iation of debt lies at the door of & party that baa presented
itsell to us for at least another four years of power. [Great
spplause. | .

The wear has been conduoted with a disregard of advice
given to the Administration st its cutset. About the first
of Mareh Gen. Scott wrote to President Lincoln and told
bim that ke would require 250,000 men to prosecute the
war. Was the slightest attention paid to thst? No:
75,000 men were called out. The riot act was read to the
South. [Great lasghter.| They were told to disperse,
go bome, snd keep quet. | Renewed laughter.] The
Becretary of State said it would blow over in sixty days.
The President declared to us that nobody was hart, [ roars
of laughter, | and Mr. SBeward, on the banka of the Mis-
sissippi, comfortably removed from danger, eried out,
“Who's afraid 7" [Great merriment.] Said Mr. Van
Buren, I was afraid, and my worst fears have been realized
by the result.

At the time the war commenced there happened to ba a
young Geoersl named George B. MeClellan, [great ap-
plause,] who was put at the head of our army, and who
whas called upon very shortly afterward to furnish a plan
of the ecampaign upon which he entered. Now, since the
time of his being placed at the head of the army up to this
hour no effort has been spared to embarrass him. Had
the whole object of the war been Lo destroy MeClellan,
and not the rebels, the efforta made to accomplish the pur-
pose reflect eredit npon the prosecutors. [Cheers | But
that cannot be accomplished without our aid, |cheers,]
and it i proper that we have n littls to say on this
subject.

Whena Gen. MeClellan started for Riebmond he had

with him three corps d'arméa. They were taken from
bim from time to time doring the oampaign. The corps
were Wool's, Blenker's, and MeDowell's, and the last was
taken from him in the very act of battle with the enemy,
on the way to Richmond. In defianes of this, he came
nearer to Richmond, in July, 1862, than Grant is to-night.
[Cheers.] Or, to use a stronger simile, be was as near as
Lee was to Washington during the summer. [ Repeated
cheers.] Now, this was done somewhat for a dresd of
the sacredoess of the President’'s own person, which he
supposed to be in some terrible jeopardy at the eapital, na
if the rebels hiad not sense enough to never take him while
he could be useful to them where he was, | loud laughter, |
and partly because Gen. McClellan’s popularity with the
people was such that Abram’s lease for four years more
whaa in daoger.
The Administration has done another thing. It has kept
up s steady trade in swapping horses. [Laughter.] The
President telis us that it is not a good time to swap horses,
To use his own elegaot language, we are now in the
stream, and we bad better hold on to him than run the
risk of getting a worse—n betler person by letting bim go.
[Great laughter] He has done nothing but swap. He
swapped MeClellan for Pope, and the bloody battle of
Bull Run followed, He swapped Pope for MeClallan, and
the splendid vietory of Aptietam was the result, [three
cheers for Antietam, | and that was the only commendable
swap he ever made, He swapped McClellan for Barnside,
and the terrib'e reverse of Frederioksburg followed. He
swapped Burnside for Hooker, and Chanecellorsvills showed
the wisdom of the act. He swapped Hooker for Meade,
aod Meado for Grast. Nor has the swapping been con-
::’:n:“ “’[‘L:rm:‘; He has swapped away his Adwinis-
i Bl;i: s ‘I‘;“:- | He swhpped Chase _I’ar Fewenden,
- el w“'ﬁ;;-m His letter to Blur_wu a funoy
gostonels Wik e wu’ ::: ::In truest friend lhlf he
againat whom a word of cr.mﬁ\nint,hza:“':, l:::u fl:::'::';
Oune would thiok that after this be would retain him for-
ever. But be writes, " It would bs n reljef W me to see
yougo." [Ureatlsughter. | Public opinion says he ig aboat
toswap Blanton for Banks, [more Isughter,] but nobody
bas yet boen found who eonsiders himself small enough 1o
be swapped for Stanton. | Rears of laughter. )

What elss bas the President done in regard to war?
At the outbreak of hostilities there was substaotially but
one opiniou in reference to the necessity of putting down

'k

the rebellion. I'he people every where decided that the
Govennment must be upbeld and the Usion preserved.
But they changed. Aud why? The President by hus
proslamation divided the North and united the Bouth:
His measures aud poliey crushed out Unionism st the
Bouth, exssperated snd divided ssunder the entire North.
Whea the armies would work out s vietory sud the people
would begiuo to have & feeling of confidence in the Union
and the Gavernment, the President would order the arrest
of some oue in the North, and his subordinates would
eater a citizen's house, drag him from his bed, and the de-
cision of & eourt martial would sentence him to be banished
from the country. All this exasperated the North, Al
this tended to prolong the war, and at the same time pro-
duced division and distress here. Then confisoation acts
were passed and enforced, at times upon men who were
a8 loyal as those who were in the President's armies.
And sll this was not the exercise of wisdom on the part
of the President, and tended only to exasperate where
there should have been healing. All this business of ar-
resting was coofined to Demooratse. There was not a
single instance of & military arrest where the individual
was & Republican. The Republicans said what they
pleased about the President, but whoever heard of arrest-
ing one of them ? Fremont denounced the President more
strongly than any Democrat ever did, and in his lettsr of
noceptance he arrayed the President in language as sue-
cinet and unanswerable us any Democrat in the land could
do, but when was Fremont arrested 7 [ Applause.]
Through the whole of the war Mr. Lincola has mani-
fested a want of capacity.. The President of the United
Btates should not be a military man, but he should either
be s military man or conscious of his own ignorance,
enough to deter those whose experience, and ekill, and
power enable them to conduct military operations. Mr.
Lincoln had a plan of his own for taking Richmond, He
wrote to Gen, McClellan on the 3d of February, 1862 :

Major General MCCLELLAN, .

My DEear 818 : You and I have distinet and different plans
for the movement of the Army of the Potomac—yours to be
be done by the Chesapeake, up the Kappahannock, to Ur-
bana, acroes, and to the terminus of the railroad on the York
river ; mine to move directly to & point on the railroad
southweet of Manassas, [Laughter.] If you will give me
satisfactory snswers to the following queetions I shall
gladly yield my plan to youra. [Great laughter.]

1st. Does not your plan iovolve a greatly larger expen-
ditare of time and money than MINE 7 [ Laughter.]

2d. Wherein is a viotory more certain by your plan than
mine? [HRenewed laughter.]

3d. Wherein is a viotory more valuable by your plan
than mine 7 [Great laughter.]

4th. In faet, would it not be lees valuable in this: That
it would bresk mo great line of the enemy’s communies-
tions, [lsughter,] while mine would. [ Roars of laughter.]

6th. In the event of & disaster would not a retreat be
more difficalt by your plan than mine 7

Yours, truly, A. LINCOLN.

It wes much the best for the country that they had nit
one plan, for if they bad had one it wou'd have been Mr.
Lioeolu’s, and that would have placed the country beyond
the hope of recovery.

The President was as good at issuiog military orders as
he was at making plans. He issued, in March, 18302, three
army orders, ealled Order No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3. The
first two we will pas: over, but the third has no €qual in
epistolary correapoudence or military addreeses  Jt
reads :

“ Ordered, That the army aud navy co-operate in an im-
mediate effort to ospture the enemy’s batteries upon the

Potomsc between Washirgton and Chesapeake Bay.” [In-
tense !aughter. |

Now, there is one plan we can sll endorse. [ Laughter.]
From issu'ng ordera the Presideat went to writing letters
showing what my plan was. He writes to Gen. McClellan
on the 25th of May, 1562 :

‘“Can you not out the Aquia Creek railroad; [also,
what impression have you as to the entrenched works for
you to contend with in front of Richmond. [(Greatlaugh-

ter.] Can you get near enough to throw the'ls into the
city.” [Roars of lsughter.]

No wonder he removed McClellan for not executing his
plana. After the grand and glorions battle of Antietam the
President, like a great many other military men who are
somewhat behind in the battle, but do not mean to be be-
biod in the pursuit, [ merriment,] wrote to Gen. MeClellan
thus:

WasHiNGTON, S8EPT. 10, 1862—245 P. M.
Your despateh of to-day is received. God bless you and

all with you, [eensation;] destroy the rebel army Il
possible, [ Renewed laughter. ]

There wae a plan now put in execution, and MeClellan
was removed |ud'Burnqidu put in bis place. With what
reauit all the country knows. All this was the work of
the President.

Two years ago the people began to declare that they
would go for Gen. George B. MeClellan for the next Pre-
sident. [Applause.] The sssemblage that met at Chica-
go, representing the couservativé men aod the Damoeracy
of the United States, presented his pams as eminently
worthy that high office; they believed Gen. MeClellan to
be an asble and capabls soldier. They knew him to be a
true nod undoubted patriot, and an sesomplisbed and ex-
cellent gentleman. [Cheersa ] When he is elected we
can eay that we have a gentleman and lady in the White
Housa. But what is more we will have an experienced
soldier, who, using the power of the Union for the security
of peace, will cense the war the moment peace csn be pro-
eured by any other method. | Cheera.] The propositions
submitted by Mr. Crittenden when the war commenced
will be the only basis on which we ean build up again the
o'd Union; that the States can be received into the Union,
either singly or col'sctively, s they choose to return, and
that after such nction they shall ba protected in the righta
they possessed whon they want out [ Deafening applause. |

The different course of Mr. Lineoln, indieated in his
‘“all whom it may concern’" proclamation, is that no pro-
position of peaca will be received unless nccompanied by
the abolition of slavery. How does Mr. Linooln expect to
abolish slavery? In the Loyal Btatea’ No! He ex-
pects to destroy it in the Beceded States at the South,
while it ia to be pressrved in the Border Loyal States of
Delaware, Maryland, and Kentucky. And the declara-
tion of Mr. Lincoln ls that he will not receive proposals
for pence on other terma. Why, this course 1s unparalleled
in the history of the world, He will not receive ministers
to treat for peace. Withoul referring to history at any
longth, Washington, at the time of the * whiskey insur-
rection,” did not refuse to receive propositions from rebels
io arms agniost the Constitution, and he did not refuse to
troat with them before surrender, and expect them to
surrender before he would treat with them.

A word about Gen, MeClellan. I have it on the au-
thority of Postmaster (ianeral Blair, (liat a gentleman, au-
thorized by Mr. Lincoln, waited on Gen. MoClellan a fow
days ago, and offered him an important command as the
adjunct and equal of Gen. Graot in the command of the
armies, in cass he would agree to oertain stipulations ; and
the Postmaster eould have gone further and told us more
fully of the President's offar. Why, as recently ss the
month of Angust, it was stated to Gen. MoClellan, by a
gentleman having suthority from Presideot Lincoln, that
if he would write a letter to the President saying he was
prepared to support him, and to refuse to allow his name
to ba presented for the Presidential office, he should be
aseigoed to a bigh command, and supported for the sue-
cession of Abrabsam Liocoln's four years. [Roara of
laughter.] Now, this would seem to infer both his mili.
tary and civie qualifioatiops, for it can hard'y be supposed
that President Lincoln wounld indicate a suceession to the
Presidential offlce and support him for it if be was not as
well qualified oo himuelf. | More laughter. |

Gen. McClellan is known to the people of the eountry.
There is a magnetism about some men that places them

out of the reach of newspaper calumny and the opposition
of men. There is somethiog in a man which, when he is
placed in the presence of his fellow-men, causes him to be
loved and respected. -Gen. McClellan i just such & man,
No one who has been intimately associatad with him has
failed to love him. [Applanse.] Modest, disinterested,
self denying, and, in apite of the intrigues of some of the
officers, the soldiers of the army love him and will sapport
him. [ Deafening applause. |

How is the result of the election to be changed 7 The
Republicans say that they will defeat his claction by the
soldiers’ vote, and they make little equivocation of the fact
that there will be cheating in the vote. Now, it may be
that they will be mistaken. It may be an easy matter to
chest ao uosrmed man; bat it in a dangerous thing to
cheal a man with & musket in his bands, If the soldiers

be deprived of their suffrages, they may not resch Wash-

| native New England, not a mining town in

logton by their ballots, but they will by their muskels;
sod io such & oase it would be a funny sight to see the
President defeuded by his Cabinel, sud, headed by his In-
trepid self, sustaining himself against the outraged soldiers
who were deprived of their power of suffrage. [ Laugh-
ter.] The speaker had a high opinion of the President's
eourage siaes bis entrance into Washington in & Beoteh
olosk and eap. [Loud laughter.] But the same disguise
that carried him in would not be so successful in gelting
out of it.

The Republicsns say that the war bas been carried on
by the Republicans, and that Democrats have held back
from the struggle. It may be so, but if the Democrats
hsd kept still and sllowed the Republican party, with Pre.
sident Linocoln at theic head, to prosecute the war Davis
would be watsring his horses in Goose Creek now. The
Democracy have to face the whole patronage and corrup-
tion of the Administration and all the terrorism of the
Government, but the Btate of Pennsylvania has never re-
fused to respond to the call of the Union in its trial and
its extremity. If she be equally true now, and the Key-
stone of the arch of the Union be firm in her position, the
people of other States will ratify her decision next month.
The wiedom, the courage, and the prudence of the people
of Peonsylvans will conspire to nssist in the success of
Gen. McClellan, and Pennsylvanis, leading the way, will
call upon the otber Btates to endorse her action and swell
the majorities for McoClellan and the Union.

Mr. Ven Buren sat down mmnid great enthusiasm.

IN THE SACRED NAME OF HUMANITY.

The subjoined letter was not written for the
ublic eye; it was intended by the writer for the
Eenevolenr. gentleman alone to whem it was ad-
dressed. But some to whom it was shown urged
its publication as a publio duty. It describes so
feelingly the wretched condition of the miserable
beings confined in one of the largest of our milita-
ry prisons, and appeals so fervently and eloquently
to cur common humanity for sympathy and succor
to tho sufferers, that its publication was decided
on, and with the proper name of the writer, to
whose heart and pen it does so much honor.

—

BALTIMORE, OCTORER 14, 1864,

My Dean Sic: My short sequaintance with you would
hardly, under ordinary circumstances, warrant my thus
addressing you; but I know you to be a Christian gentle-
man, and as such I appeal to you in an emergency of ap»
plling maguoitude. ;

I have just returned from Elmira. Though not permits
ted to go inside the prison enclosure, I saw the condition
of the fifteen hundred who were taken away for exchange,
many of them in a dying condition. There are ten thou-
sand prisonsrs at Elmira, A great number havs been in
confinement since the battle of Gettysburg. They have
been kept at Point Lookout; have contracted disease from
{he unwholesome waler there; were traneferred to Elmira
scantily clothed to face the cold Northern climate; no tea
or coffee is allowed them ; no variation of their seanty pii-
son fare. No wonder that the mortality bas been and is
frightful—that the sick numbers fifteen hundred. Bleep-
ing on the ground, under tents, four blankets for five men,
many without socks or shoes, when at last taken to the

hospital they are too far gone to be restored to life. Seve-
ral of those taken away for exchange died on the ecars.
Happy they to be at rest! No more cold or huoger pangs
to suffer ! Only think of it ! Never to be warm, never to
have a full meal, & eup of coffee in & land of plenty—to die
of lingering torture!

1t is useless to appeal to the Beeretary of War. It rests
with the men of the North to remove this foul stain from
our country. The officers in charge of the prison at El-
mira are kind and bhumans, but the condition of things is
bayond their power to remedy. A quantity of coarse warm
elothing is immediately required. Bocks, under clothing,
blankets, aud thick knit jackets are wanted for hospital
use, and an effort ought at once to be made, such as Mr,
Stanton eannot withetand, to have them allowed coffee, tea,
and sugar. I caon.t, will not, believe that my country-
men of the North will permit this etate of things to con-
tinue.

1 know, sir, how nobly you have responded to the calls
made upon you in the psst, and I implore you to help we
now. y voice is too feebls to reach the ears of the thou-
sands who ought to be willing ae they are uble to give to
this boly charity. Frem every prisou in the North, East,
and West, from Rhode Island to Fort Warren, goes out
this wail of suffering bumanity—Clothing and blankets to
keep us warm, food and coffee to save us from perishing !
Woe to the people, dwellers in a land of plenty, to whom
these calle are made in vain! These men sre our brothers,
There is not a hamlet in the far West, a village in my own
alifornis, but
shelters some gray head, some bleeding, anguished heart,
whose hearts go right up to Heaven for pity oo these pri-
sonera—their own kindred, blood of their blood.

Mr. , I eannot write of theee things. Those fifteen
hundred pale faces are before me as I saw them pass me
ut the depot. Those ghustly, pleading faces! 1 saw them
here agaiu—saw the pile of dead—dead from want of nou-
rishing food—a cup of coffee. I paw in & city whoee church
steeples tower toward Heaven gentle women who would
have given this nourishment driven by brutal police and
detectives from the mission bequeathed to them by the
pitying Bon of Mary. Hot tears of shame for my country-
men who permit these outrages upen humanity aod chris-
tianity—Llears of pity for these poor sufferera blind my
eyes. 1 cannot write.

Help me, Mr. ——, and plead with others also to give of
their sbundance, as they hope for merey in that awful hour
when we must all give an account of our stewardship., I
would plead for sll the prisons, though I have ouly seen
the horrors of Elmira.

With great respect, yours,
MAKRY W. RHODES.

THE DISASTER IN MISSISSIPPI.

A rebel despateh, dated at Mobile on the 12th instant
brings further intelligence of the dissater to a portion of
Gao. Washburne's command at Eastport, Mismssippi. It
ocourred about the 1Uth or 11th instant. The following
ia an axtract from an official deapateh of Gen. Forrest :

“Three Yankee gunboata and four transports wers up
the river yestorday ne far as Enastport. They landed two
thousand men and three pieces of artillery. Lieut. Col.
Kelley, with Forrest's old command—the Twelfth Ten-
neascs—surprised the epnemy, eapturing thrie guns,
tweunty-five prisonera, sud thirty horses., Two hundred of
the Yankees were drowned in attempting to re.embark on
their boats, The first shot frum our batteries penetrated
the boiler of one of the transports, and many men were
soalded and burned to death. ‘The boats have gone down
the river. Our viotory was completa.’

Bines the foregoing was prepared for the press we have
received another account of this reverse, as communioated
in a specinl despatch to the Cincinnati Commercial. We
here insert it:

“ PADUCAH, via Catro, OcT, 14, 1564,

“ The gunboat Key Weat came down the Tennessee yos-

tarday. Through the kindness of officera, I am pl in
ion of the following particulars of the disaster to
our troops at Eastport: i

“ It is well known that Gen. Washburne started up the
Tennessee river with a considerable force, intending to
form & junction with Gen. Roussesu at or near Florenoce,
Alabama. He arrived at Clifton on the Gth, and was there
joined by bis eavalry, which had marched through the
country from Memphis. Haviog completed his arrange-
ments on the Gth, he took up the line of march for Flo-
rence with his whole command, but subsequently sent
back a brigade of 1,200 men, including 650 colored, with
four pieced of ariillery, under command of Col. R. Hogan,
of the 113th Ilinois, with orders to embark on board the
steamers City of Pekin, Aurora, and Kenton, and proceed
by river to Esstport, near which place the commanda
would again unite. The gunboats Key West and Rendine
eonv the expedition. They left Clifton on the morn-
ing of the 10th and arrived st Eastport about two o'clock
P. M the same day, without meetiog any obatructions
Washburne had not arrived at Kustport when the flest
come up. Col. Hogan, not observing any indieations of
the enemy moving, p to disembark his troops, and
was about taking the precaution to make a reconnoissance
or send out pickets.

“ consista of two warehouses, situsted on the
west mz of the Tenneasee river, n few miles below Flo-
renoe, near Chickasaw Landing. About one-fourth of a
mile back of the landing rises a high hill, on which a wagon
road , and midway to Chiokasaw thers in a piece of
lower ground or bayou, which overflows at ordinary high
water. At the brow of the hill the rebels had planted a
masked battery of five rifled guos, and a liks battery at
Chickasaw. 'I'he transports were Inid abreast opposite
the warehouss, and the arfillery, -u‘portul by sbout three
hundred and fifty men, were disembarked. Not suspect-
ing the presence of the enemy, the party now procesded
slong the road, and midway between the landing and the
hill were opened upon by the battery of five guns.”

The Republican Convention of the fourth distriet of
Masanokiusetts bave nominated the Hon. Samuel Hooper
fur re elestion to Congress, nod J. M. 8. Williama for Pres
sidential elector.

/| teenth Miohigan Volunteer Infantry, which regiment was

THOUGHTS ON ARMY VOTING.

——

[ Extract from Letier ] ;
Army oF Poromac, BEPTEMBER 20, 1864.

My Deai — : Yoo ask my views as to the elections
in the army. Let me take occasion, then, to make & record
of them. '
The very ides of election, choics after information, dis-
cussion, deliberation, in an army, seems, s regards the
seleotion of eivil rulers, preposterous; and its formal re-
alization as s free expreseion of intelligent preference is
scarcely eonceivable by one habituated to army life. Above
all must this be true in the case for which, among us, the
experiment has been initiated—where the actual Com-
mander-in-Chief is one of the candidates, ‘and his late
Lieutenant in ecommand, displaced by himself to eripple
him as & rival, is the alternate. An emphstic expression
of free choico in such a case is hardly supposable, except
under the conditions of insubordinate factiousnesa or vir-
tual protest, akin to mutiny. '
In an army confronting the enemy in an eatire campaign
there ean be no open aod free discussion of the qualifica-
tions, policy, measures, of its chief commander, and of
the question of bis continuance in supreme commsand. The
very statement suggests to you that it must sweep diseip-
line and unity from an army as & pestilence sweeps life.
Unanimity, eoncerted and usited action, and real har-
mony of feeling, are felt in an army to be a necessity, and
this not only to success but to self-preservation. And this
conviction, like an instinctive impulse, will always tend to
carry armies like a tide, one way or the other; but any
how tegether. And this over and above the added and ever-
present influence of an authority which ean constrain, and
of a habit of conacious dependence on the will and power
of superiors in office.
Buch are the views of thoughtful and experienced men
in the army itself. They deplore the fact of an election
throwu ioto the army during a campaign. To old army
officers, long accustomed to a digaified abstinence from the
strifes and freedom from the passions of election times, it
is an unwelcome and odious innovation. And the authors
and abettors of it will, in the end, be forced to bear witness
to the wisdom of sound stateamanship which, on principle,
deprecated and protested against it; because it is an inva-
sion of the field of individual civil suffrage by the organized
and compaoted force of a body corporate, such as an army
must necessarily be. The change, it is felt, is not in the
varisble aceidents of our polity, but in its substance,
fundamental and organie, s time snd events will prove.
It is very far indeed from being yet ascertained, however,
what the army vote willbe. The days and hours are too
pregnaot with events, exertiog new and eontrolling influ-
ences upon the nervous and susceptible publie miad, both
in the army and ont of it, to warrant predietion,
And there is this remarkable fact to be weighed and ro-
membared in all reasonings on the subject as it stands be-
fore us in the now pending experiments: that the votes for
the one candidate will be given from poliey and under the
dark stern influences of partisan adhesion to a mere repre-
sentative and instrument of certain dominant opinions and
| interests ; the votes for the other from glowing and gener-
ous personal admiration, confidence, and affection towards
the tried principles and character of the mao, well-known
and loved. But no voice may be lifted up within the army
to_utter and impress such thoughts, however true; and I
can only make record of them, and leave results where
they belong. Youre,

THE OPERATIONS AGAINST RICHMOND.

Accounts from James river state {hat an important re-
connoiasance, resulting in a considerable engagement, was
made on Thursday last by two divisions of the Tenth Army
Corps, under Gen. Terry. The expedition procecded in &
direction to the right of cur right wing, and, after advane-
ing some dwtance, came upon the enemy’s pickets, whom
they drove before them, and continued on to the Central
or Darbytown roed, running up to Richmond. They had
not gone up this road far before they were met by oppos-
ing ekirmishers, and, pressing on, Terry's men found them-
selves in front of & new and formidable line of rebel works,
strongly garrisoned by Hoke's and Fields' divisions. Thia
was an important discovery. wotrks have been
built since the 20th ultimo, and are designed to supply the

lace of those taken from the rebels by our army on that

ay, and it was to sscertain their exact l’::onlity strength
that the reconnoissance was made, in which it was most
successful. The enemy opsned on our men from these
works and a severe fight ensued. Gen. Terry wade an
nasault on the fortifications, but, deeming it impracticable
to take them with the force at his dispoeal, and having
most satisfactorily accomplished all the designs with which
be set out, he concluded to return to camp. As soon as
his troops commenced to withdraw the rebels sallied ont
sod sttecked them, but were npeedjlz driven back, with
beavy loss, their dead and wounded thickly strewing the
ground. No further interference with the {Jniou soldiers
waas attempted, and they returned to their position of the
morning unmolested. Our loss in killed, wounded, and
wirsing was about four hundred, and the enemy is thought
to have suffered to sbout the same extent.

ARRESTS AT BALTIMORE,

About nine o'clock this (Monday) morning, Cul. John
Woolley, Provost Marshal, with a guard consisting of about
ons hundred men, proceedad to some of the most extensive
houses of the ecity, and after placing a guard #o as to pre-
vent ingress and egress, arrested both proprietors and
their clerks, and kept them uunder arrest. The following
establishments were closed :
Hamilton Kaster & Co., Baltimore street, the moet exten-
sive dry goods houes in the city ;: Simon Frank & Co., corner
of Hanover and German streets, importers and jobbers of dry
goods, and doing an immense business; Weisenfeld & Co.,
wholesale and retail elothiers, Hanover street, and corper of
Baltimore street and ( entre Market Space ; Charles E. Wat-
era & Co., wholesale hardware merchants, Bouth Charles
street ; Jordan & Rose, ladies' furnishing house, corner of
Baltimore and Hanover etreets; Isasc Cole, jr. & Brother,
commission merchanta, Hanover etreet; and A. & L. Fried.
eurich, Baltimore street.
The elosing of theee stores, and the stationing in front
of them of an armed guard, attracted not only considerable
attention, but oocasioned much excitement. After posses-
sion had been obtained, all the clerks and propristors were
marehed under guard to the quarteras of t rovost Mar-
shal, and, without much delay, wera sent to Washington
in & special train —American,

THE BSURRENDER OF ATHENS.
We hava already commented (saye the New York Com-
mercial Advertiser) upon the ignominious surrender of
Athens (Als.) to Forrest by Col. Campbell, together with
eleven hundred men. The following, from the Memphis
Dispatob, makea the affair appear in still a worse light :

' We are indebted to one of the members of the Eigh

on provost duty here for a long time, for the following facts
in relstion to the capture ot Athens, Alabama. The fight
took place on the 24th nltimo. Two bundred and fifty
men were detailed from the Eighteenth Michigan to rein-
force Col. Campbell at Athens. They fought from 9 A. M,
until 2 P. M., when they got out of Ammunition, and drove
the enemy two miles at the point of the bayonet. When
they got in sight of the fert they found that Col. Campbell
bad surrendered, and that they were surrounded by Con-
federates. Being out of ammunition, and sur ed by
'muf superior numbers, the Eighteenth also surrender-
ed. 1'wenty-seven were killed and two hundred and four-
teen wounded and captured.”

After killing and wounding just thirty of the sesailants,
(Forrest's official report,) Col. Campbell surrendered his
garrison, when he must have known from the firing that
reinforcements were near. How marked the contrast be-
tween bis conduct and that of the foree sent to his resone.
The garrison of the town consisted of four bundred men
of the Firat Alsbama Cavalry and eight hundred negroca
of the 111th United States Colored Infantry.

KOMINATIONS IN MARYLAND, -

The Unconditional Union State Convention of Maryland
met at Baltimore on Tuesday and made the following nomi:

election :

For Governor—Hon. Thomas Bwann, of Baltimore oity.
For Lieutenant Governor—Dr. Christopher C. Cux, of
Talbot county.

For A General—Hon. Aiexander Randall, of
Amddm ( 1 o or of Anne

For Oomptrollor—nob.art J. Jump, of Caroli A
For Judge of the Court of Apm'?-—nof"ﬁﬁn:f“vw-
sol, of Washington ocounty, from the distriet composed of
Alleghany, Washington, Frederick, Howard, snd Carroll
counties.

In the first Congressional distriet Hon, J. A J. Cres.
wall; in the second the Hoo. Edwin H, Webster ; and in
the fourth the Hon Frank Thomas, have all been renom i

nations for Btate officers, to be voted for at the ensuing

TO OUR CITIZEN SOLDIERS.

Bines our recent address we are iuformed thst your
camps are being deluged with copies of a caricature and
bisnd-bill, representing what is termed ““ A traitor's psace,”
and thst this and evary other conceivable means are re-
sorfed to for the purpose of exciting vindictive feelings
in your minds, ni t only against the people of the Boath,
bat also sgainst one-balf of your fellow-citizens of the
North.

Listen, while we address s few more words to your
reason, to your humanity, to your patriotism, and not te
your malignant passious.

If the pretendad terms of peace which are found embo-
died in that caricature were ever boastingly presoribed
by the Richmood Enquirer, as therein asserted, the great
wass of the Southern peopls are no more retponsible
therefor than are we of the North for the turpitude of the
Bostcn Liberator, when it calls the Constitution of the
United Btates. ' a league with hell and a covenant with
death!™ Or for that of the New York Tribune when in
alluding to the flag of your country it exclaimed ** Tear
dowa the flaunting lie !

1t was a year ago when the Richmond Enquirer is said
to have put forth this swaggering manifesto., Ciroum-
stances have since changed. These are not the present
views of the Southern people. Must they be exterminated
now on account of a last year's boast of one of their
newspapers 7

The Dewmoeratic party is not now, and never has been,
in favor of aceepting any terms of peace like those inti-
mated in this caricature. Any statement to that effaot is
wholly falss. We are not responsible for what may be
found ,in the Richmond Enquirer. That paper favors tte
election of Abraham Lincoln. There is not a word in our
platform, nor & sentiment advanced by either of our ocan.
didates favoring an ending of the war on any such terms.
From nove of ; these sources will you find any allusion to
peace except upon the basis of a restored Union. We
defy any one to gainsay this assertion.

. But we do waunt peace when it can be coupled with a

re-umted Government. We believe our country to be
upon the brink of ruin, and that a continuance of the civil
war will soon bring national deatruotion. We have good
reasons to conclude that u large portion of our Southera
fellow-countrymen are now willing to recant their errors
and retnrn to their old places in the Union.

The Richmond Sentinel—quite as good authority as the
Richmond Enquirer—has recently proposed negotiation to
us of the North; distinetly stating that although they de-
sire separation, yet that such a econdition would not be in-
sisted upon. Commiassioners have for maoy months been
in Canada endeavoring to enter into informal nagotiations
for peace. They do not insist upon separation. Jefferson
Davis has publicly stated his wish for a termination of the
war, and that he had made efforts to secure it by negotia-
tion. The same wish has been manifested through many
otber papers and public men. Just now, too, we see from
a letter of Vice President Stephens that he favors peace
by negotiation entered into upon the basis of a united Gov-
ernment. Should we not listen to men who with all their
faulte are still our fellow-countrymen 1

Will you oppose an earnest effort to secure peace through
the exercise of our reaspn befors death and destruction
have made further havoo both ia the North and in the
Bouth 7 This is the great question now about to be settled
by our united votes. » !

Mr. Lincoln has notified all the world that no proposi-
tion of peace ean be entertained until the abandonment of
slavery is first consented to. This will arouse the strong-
est prejudices of the Bouthern heart. War will not be
ended on those terms for years to eome. As well might
we expect the abolitionists to consent to the establishment
of slavery all over the North. Neither of those parties
would yield on such a peint unless driven to the last ex-
tremity.

On the other hand Gen. MeClellan makes the restoration
of the Union the sole condition of peace. All other mat-
ters in controversy may be settled without & continuation of
bloodehed. Are you unwilling to permit a cessalion of this
murderous contest upon these terms? Do you really hate
the people against whom you are now making war? Is it
pot a sense of patriotiec duty rather than a wish to shed
human blood that now urges you on? Did the sightof the
many miseries you have witnessed give you pleasure?
When you have seen old men and women and children—
the infirm, tke sick, and the innocent—driven from their
blezing bomes, gathering in hopeless misery around some
dying ecamp fire, shivering, starviog, shelterless, did you
feol an impulse prompting you to aid in carrying aoguish
and desolstion and extermination throughout all the plains
and valleys of the South merely to give immediate eman-
cipaticn to a race who were a thousand times happier as
you found them than as you would thus leave them ?

We know better. You have humsn hearts in your
bosome, and not those of fiends. Ycu are brave men, and
therefore never wantonly eruel. They who eeek by words
or pictures to excite your malevolent feelings, and thus
urge you on to aets of atrocity, are your own worst ene-
miea. They are not of your number, but are sneaking
oowards who remain at home to profit by your blood and
suffering ; contractors who in safety are growing rich by
cheating you in your food and clothing ; cotton dealers,
contraband traders, or men who .in some other way are
expecting to derive some private advantage through your
hardships and your death. These are among the olass of
persons who endeavor to excile your diabolical hatred to-
wards those with whom you hope to live again in & wil-
ling and friendly union. They often make flsunting dis-
play of their generosity by approprialing & small fraction
of their ill-gotten gaine to promote your welfare, and en-
courage you onward—just as the butcher feeds and favors
the apimal be intends for the shambles. Be assured that
they who are denominated copperheads have contributed
ten times more for your comfort in proportion to the pro-
fite they bave derived through your sufferings and sacrifices
thao have they who pretend to be exclusively your friendas.

Are there not enough of cripples, and orphans, and
widows already 7 Are Lhe miseries and bereavements we
now witness to serve as arguments disinelining you still
to peace? When shall the war then end 7 The longer it
continues the more will these arguments multiply, and
peace can only result from utter extermioation. Remem-
ber that in every house you burn yon destroy a home;
every death you inflie} may carry anguieh and gloom into
& cirele as loviog and as tearful as that which would gather
around your own lifeless remains to lament the dreadful
consequences of eivil war.

Are your thoughts thus led back to your unforgotten
homes, and to the snxious friends who are impatievtly
awaiting your return? How warmly they will greet you,
aod with how much interest will they liaten to your recital
of the dangers (hrough which you bave passed! How
proudly will you tread those old familiar haunts, when ycu
ean do po with the conesionsness that the Government un-
der whioh you have once lived so happily has been fully
reatored, and in part by your efforts !
That you may soon meet with such a welcome ia the
object of our fundest hopes, of our most strenuous exer-
tions. This will not be tha case if you lsnd yourselves to
the purposes of those who seek only to arouse your feel-
ings of vengeanos and of bate. Whatever may be their
professions, these men are the real disunionists of the
country. They prevent a return of tbat Kkindly feeling
without which there can be no willing association. There
msy be peace resulting from irresistible power on the one
side and sbject sutjeotion on the other, but this is not
union. 1t is not what you bave been fighting for; it is nct
what you desire.
By order of the Committee :

CHAS. MASON, Chairman

OHIO ELECTION.
Cincinart, Ocr. 18.—Returns from eighty countien
in Ohiv give s Union majoiity of 26,163, with some nine
or ten oounties to hear from.
[The majority here reported inoludes Lhe home vote
only, which last year was upwards of 60,000, The sol-
diers vote is yet to be counted, ]

FROM NEW ORLEANS.
New. OnrLeaNs, OcT. 19 —The steamer Continental,
from New Orlesna on the 13th, has arrived. Bhe has cn
board the rebel General Page, and many other rebel pri-

oaled for re-election to Congress.

soners. No papers were received by the Continental.




